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Why is the Practical Life area so important?

Here are just a few of the many important skills the Practical life area teaches children.

● it promotes independence
● it teaches self-care skills
● it develops self-confidence
● it helps in learning routines and refining a sense of order
● it indirectly prepares children for other areas of the classroom. Practical life activities intrinsically

develop fine motor skills and train the eyes and hands to move from left to right and top to bottom in
preparation for reading and writing.

● it develops motor skills, coordination, and control of movement
● it develops memory, logic, concentration, will, patience, problem solving  and ability to focus.

School News

Thank you to everyone who helped make our annual feast a success.  Everyone had a great
time and enjoyed eating the applesauce that we made.



December is a super busy and fun time of year.  Each of the classrooms are full of fun
holiday activities and projects.  We are discussing with our Primary classes all the different
ways children around the world celebrate the holidays and have several ways of bringing
these traditions to the classroom.   If your family has a tradition or custom you would like
to share with the class please contact your child’s teacher to arrange a time to come into
class.   The school will also be taking part in a holiday gift sock exchange.  This is a fun
event that children look forward to every year. During the week of Dec. 13th please send to
school a wrapped pair of socks to be placed under our Christmas tree (no need to label).
On Dec. 21 and Dec. 22 the children will take part in a gift exchange.   Fun socks can be
found in Target in the dollar bins.

Second and third year student conferences will be held January 28th.

Sign ups coming soon via email.

Important Dates to Remember

December

12/13-12/17 Bring in wrapped socks

12/21 and 12/22 Holiday Gift exchange

12/21 Pajama Day

12/22 Holiday Spirit Day

12/22 Cookies and Cocoa

12/23-12/31 No School

January

1/17 No School (Martin Luther King Jr.)

1/28 Half Day, Parent teacher conferences (2nd/3rd year students)



Meet Our Teachers
We are so lucky to have amazing teachers who are not only well trained professionals, but
also whose backgrounds all add to the amazing culture of our school.  This month I would
like to introduce you to myself and Tiffany Messinger.  Montessori has been a major part of
most of my adult life.  Tiffany joined our team as a permanent teacher this past September
but has been part of our Montessori family since her daughters attended.

Jodi McClernan, Head of School/PM Primary Teacher – Jodi joined the school

in 1999 as Head of School.  She received her AMS training in 1995 at the Princeton Center for

Teacher Education and has a  Bachelor’s degree in Applied Sociology. Before finding

Montessori she was a Service Coordinator/Case Manager working with children and the

elderly with disabilities. She lives in Burnt Hills with her husband and 3 children all of whom

have attended the Montessori School of Schenectady.  Jodi is very involved in the

community and enjoys teaching Religion classes and volunteering weekly.  She believes that

education begins a home and works closely with families to help their child reach their

highest potential.

Tiffany Messinger – Assistant Primary Teacher, Primary 2 – Tiffany is a

fun loving mom of 5 whose children joke she has as many eyes as spiders have legs to see

everything. Tiffany’s ability to multitask and stay organized is like no other. Her favorite noise

is hearing the laughter of children and seeing the joy in their faces as they learn something

new. Tiffany subbed in the school the last two years and is excited to be joining the

Montessori team on a regular basis.



Tips for Success
● During the month of December please remember that bedtimes and consistent routines are important

to keeping your child on track to help curb holiday meltdowns both at home and at school.

● LABEL LABEL LABEL  We can not stress this enough. We have multiple pairs of the same shoes, rain

boots, crocks, water bottles etc. coming to school daily all about the same size. When items are not

labeled it can be difficult for the teachers and children to identify their belongings.  Labeling them

helps your child succeed at school and care for their belongings.

● If sending a food item to school in your child’s lunch that is not in its original packaging and not easily

recognizable, please take a minute to mark it safe from sesame, garlic, tree nuts and peanuts.  This year

with so many severe allergies in our school we are not allowing foods with these ingredients. When in

doubt we will send it home and offer your child an alternative.

● Make sure your child is in clothing that they can be successful in when using the bathroom. Elastic

waist, leggings instead of tights etc. all help your child’s success.

● Folders will be sent home on the last day of school each week.  Please clear them out and return on

their next day of school.

● Remember it is normal for your child to have an array of mixed emotions about school.  They are

gathering lots of information, learning new routines, meeting new friends, learning new rules and most

importantly learning how to be away from you and their home.  Remember to be patient and

supportive.  Reinforce the positives and acknowledge the fears.  Make sure to communicate with your

child’s teacher any concerns you may have.
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