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School News

Fall is in the air! The classrooms are busy with lessons on pumpkins, pumpkin washing and
hammering. Everyone is excited to be talking about Halloween!
Thank you to those who attended Back to School Night. Already we have seen some of our
suggestions implemented and we are excited to see how the children’s independence increases
in the coming days. We will continue to offer Parent Night’s throughout the school year. If there
are specific topics you would like to discuss please contact Jodi.
Now that the weather is getting cooler, our students will begin to wear jackets to school in the
mornings. We encourage them to try the Montessori “Coat Flip” trick when putting their coat on.
Please reference the photos below.

Thank you to all who came out to enjoy Family Night at Ellms Family Farm. It was
wonderful getting to see friends both new and old!

Tips For A Successful Time Change
The annual time changes can wreak havoc on families and classrooms every year. Here are
a few tips to help your child with the adjustment.
*Think ahead and start adjusting your child's bedtime and wake up times leading up to the
time changes. In the Fall start moving bedtime later using 15 minute increments. In the
Spring start moving bedtime earlier using the same time frames. Don’t expect your child to
adjust quickly.
*The changes in sunlight can affect sleep patterns as well. In the fall try to avoid having
your child fall asleep too early. Try to get some light in the evenings and make sure it is not
too bright in your child’s room in the AM. In the Spring dim your child’s lights in the
evening to signal bedtime.
*It is best to stick with your bedtime routines during these transitions. It is quite common
for there to be an increase in tantrums and possible bedwetting/accidents. Children may
be tired and feel unsettled. Be patient and remember this is only temporary.

Thank you to Jeremy Lawless and Stewart’s Shops for securing our new storage shed!

Don’t forget to visit our Little Library! Take a book or bring a book to share with others.
It is a great way to encourage a love of reading with your child.

Important Dates to Remember
November
11/11 No School Veterans Day
11/17 ½ Day Parent Teacher Conferences for K, 1st Year Students and Toddler)
Toddler dismissal 11:30 AM, Primary dismissal 11:45 AM, Full day student dismissal 12:00 PM

11/24-11/26 No School Thanksgiving Break

Meet Our Teachers
We are so lucky to have amazing teachers who are not only well trained professionals, but
also whose backgrounds all add to the amazing culture of our school. This month I would
like to introduce Michelle Cuscino and Jocelyn Scott.

Michelle Cuscino, Head Toddler Teacher – Michelle started as a
substitute teacher at the Montessori School of Schenectady in
October 2012. In September 2013, she became an assistant teacher
working in the toddler class. In December 2016, she received her
Montessori Degree in Infant and Toddler Education. Michelle has a
Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education, a Master’s Degree in
Special Education, and has permanent NYS certification. After
teaching Special Education in Schenectady City Schools for nine
years, Michelle left to become a full time mother of two daughters,
often volunteering in their classrooms. Now that her children are older, Michelle is
very happy to be at the Montessori School of Schenectady continuing her love of
working with children.

Jocelyn Scott – Assistant Toddler Teacher – Jocelyn began working
in the toddler room at The Montessori School of Schenectady
March 2019. She also has experience in a primary classroom in
various roles since 2006. She has two children that attended a
Montessori school through 6th grade before entering the Burnt Hills
School District. Jocelyn received her Advanced Assistant
Montessori Certification from Rising Stars in 2009. She attended
Russell Sage College in Albany and majored in Fine
Arts/Photography and more recently SUNY Empire where she obtained a degree in
Liberal Arts. Jocelyn loves working with children and encourages independence and
self direction within a well prepared environment.

Montessori School of Schenectady Board of Directors
We are looking for parents/grandparents who are interested in joining our Board of
Directors. If you are interested in learning how you can support our school in this way
please contact Jodi or any Board Member.
2021/2022 Board of Directors
President: Vacant
Vice President: Vacant
Treasurer: Jeremy Lawless
Secretary: Liz Caron
Members at Large:
Sarah Benson, Meghan Lee, Natalie Rhatigan

Supporting Our School
Boon Supply - Thank you to everyone who shopped our Boon Supply fundraiser. We raised
$241.60 from your purchases. Thank you again for your support!
AmazonSmile - Support our school year round by shopping AmazonSmile for all your
Amazon orders, when purchasing eligible items. Be sure to bookmark
www.smile.amazon.com and choose Montessori Association of Schenectady as your
charity.
Price Chopper/Market 32 Tools for School Program - Support our school when you shop at
Price Chopper and Market 32. Click on the link,
https://rewards.pricechopper.com/tools-for-schools/signupt to enroll your card and
select Montessori School of Schenectady.
*You must re-enroll your card this year. If you have signed up in a previous year, you still have to sign
up through the link for future purchases to be counted.
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