
School 
News 
It is hard to believe 
we are in the middle 
of October already.  
The children have all 
settled in, and are 
beginning to set their 
routines.  Thank you 
to all for your 

patience as we work out kinks in our arrival and dismissal, classrooms and lunch routines.  Every 
year is very different and many times we find the need to adjust a bit to meet the needs of the 
students.   

Snack bags are beginning to be sent home regularly.  Please note when given to your family it is 
intended for the next school week, unless otherwise noted.  If your child is ill on the day you are to 
bring snack please just bring it on their next school day.  There is always plenty for us to fill in with 
for a day or two.   

Birthday Walks:  If your child has a birthday coming up, please make arrangements with their 
teacher for their Birthday Walk.  The teachers do try and contact each 
parent, however, if you are limited in time to come into class it is best to 
contact them ahead of time.  You are welcome to bring a treat to school to 
share with the class.  We encourage healthy treats and/or small items.  
Mini muffins, mini cupcakes, fruit kabobs are great choices.  Your will also 
need to supply a picture timeline of your child's life.  This can be as simple 
or elaborate as you like.  Please include at least on picture for each year of 

 1

Montessori News 
"Teaching one family at a time."



your child's life and any important events, like a big move, vacation or sibling.  Of course you are 
invited to join us for the celebration.  

Please remember to empty/check your child's 
folder everyday.  Although school communications 
are done mostly electronically, periodically there 
will be important information sent home. 

Please remember to label all items of clothing.  
Also, it is helpful in your child's quest for 
independence that they have shoes that are easy 
to put on and take off.  When the time comes to 
purchase new shoes for your child it will be 
helpful to keep this in mind. 

A special thank you to many families and staff who helped make our Garage Sale a huge success.  We 
made over $900.  We would also like to thank the Cullinan Family for their donations of pumpkins 
for our classrooms.  

Montessori Minute 
Bathroom Independence 

Many questions come up this time of year 
regarding the bathroom and bathroom 
independence.  Our goal is for your child to be 
independent in the bathroom, however this 
process does not happen overnight.  It begins 
when they are just toddlers.  We teach them to 

pull down and pull up their pants.  We show 
them how to wash their hands when done.  As 
they become able to help in this process and 
show interest they become proud of their 
accomplishments.  When potty training, it is 
important, especially in school, to dress your 
child for success!  This means pants to easily 
pull up and down.  Shoes they can easily get on 
and off and teaching your child the mechanics 
of cleaning themselves.  Once your child is 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
10/18 Parent Education Night 6:30-7:30 (What is Practical Life and 
Sensorial) 

11/8 Parent Education Night 6:30-7:30 (Language) 

11/11 No School/Veterans Day 

11/14 Open House 5-6:30 Please pass the word to friends or family 
who may be interested in Montessori for their child. 

11/23-11/25 No School Thanksgiving Break



trained it is not uncommon for them to regress 
at times.  A change in schedule, caregiver, or 
illness may effect their success.  It is also 
common for them to "forget" to go when 
interested in an activity or playing outside. 
Although these can be frustrating times, not to 
mention the crazy amounts of laundry it entails, 
it is best to not scold your child for having an 
accident.  It is best to assure them that it 
happens and ask them to participate in 
changing themselves to the best of their ability.  
Taking responsibility for themselves is an 
important step towards independence. 

“Never help a child 
with a task at which 
he feels he can 
succeed”~Maria 
Montessori 

Toddler Class News: 

Our toddler class has adjusted well 
to new found independence and 

routines! In the upcoming months 
we will be exploring apples, pumpkins, leaves, 
weather and all things "harvest".  The children 
have had several lessons on healthy habits such 
as washing hands, covering coughs, and tissue 
use.  Help us by encouraging these skills at 
home too.  Please send your student in with 
hats and mittens.  Our morning playtime can be 
chilly! 

Primary News: 

Primary 1 

Our class has been very busy this autumn. Your 
children have been enjoying learning Spanish 
and exploring Practical Life with the various 
Halloween themed works such as spider sorting 
and pumpkin washing (everyone's favorite, this 
is a VERY clean pumpkin!!). Sticker stories have 
been very popular again this year as well. We 
welcome any donations if you come across any 
fun or interesting stickers in your travels. They 
can be an effective motivator for writing 
practice. We also enjoyed our first Mystery 
Reader. Mason and Ava's grandmother was a 
big hit!  If you are interested in being a Mystery 
Reader, please let Kelly or Maureen know. 
Throughout the rest of October, we will be 
enjoying a nature hike/scavenger hunt in our 
own backyard, pumpkin science (it's messy but 
it's fun!). It is wonderful to see the children 
making new friends, becoming independent 
and enjoying learning new things. Your children 
make us smile every day, thank you! 

Primary 2 

Our students have settled in nicely and are very 
interested in all areas of the classroom.  We 
have given many lessons in Practical Life and 
Sensorial and are pleased with everyone's 
progress. The second year students have been a 
tremendous help with the first year students.  
They enjoy giving lessons when appropriate and 
"helping" with snack etc.  We are very proud of 
everyone's kindness and willingness to lend a 
hand to a friend in need.  Many exciting things 
are happening this fall.  We are excited to begin 
exploring pumpkins and apples, all ending in 
our annual Feast with the 8th grade BHBL 
community service students.  We had our first 
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mystery reader visit us.  Everyone was excited 
to listen to Ava and Mason's grandmother read 
us a story.  If you would like to read to the class 
please contact me. We are enjoying each and 
every one of your children and thank you for 
the opportunity to be one of their first teachers. 

A SPECIAL VISIT 

Thank you to the DiCesare family for visiting 
our school with their Cider Press.  We made 
fresh apple cider with all 3 classes.  It was a 
very exciting and hands on experience for all 
the children (teachers too!). We appreciate their 
generosity and hope your children told you all 
about it at home.  If you have a special 
tradition, experience or talent you would like to 
share with the class we would love to have you. 
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